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THREAD - Lockdowns: The Great Gaslighting

More than two years since the lockdowns of 2020, the political
mainstream is just beginning to realize that the response to
COVID was an unprecedented catastrophe. But that realization
hasn’t taken the form of a mea culpa. 1/
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Rather, the prevailing narrative on the mainstream left is that any upside from the response
to COVID is due to state-ordered closures and mandates, while any downside was inevitable
due to the virus independent of any state-ordered closures which never happened. Got it?
Good. 2/
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This perplexing narrative was perfectly encapsulated in this viral tweet by a history professor
who griped about the difficulty of convincing his students that government mandates had
nothing to do with the fact that they couldn’t leave their homes in 2020. 3/
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How quickly we lost the memory battle over 2020. For
over a year now, when my students write about covid
it's about how no one was allowed to leave their homes
due to government mandates infringing on our

individual liberties.

That never happened, and they're so certain it did.

Similarly, in an interview with Bill Maher, celebrity scientist Neil DeGrasse Tyson argued
that we can’t assess the effects of lockdowns and mandates because the counterexamples,

like Sweden, are too different to be applicable.
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Likewise, Charlie Crist, candidate for governor of Florida, accused Ron DeSantis of being
“the shutdown guy.” But Crist had sued DeSantis to keep kids out of school, and wrote
DeSantis a letter in July 2020 saying the state should still be in lockdown.
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Arguments like these are as facile as they are transparent. Does anyone honestly think these
people would be arguing that lockdowns didn’t happen, or that it’s impossible to measure
their effects, if the policy had been a success?

As is extraordinarily well-documented by data, video evidence, news reports, government
orders, testimonial evidence, and living memory, the strict lockdowns of spring 2020 were
all too real. And few people publicly opposed them.

The harms that lockdowns would cause, including deaths due to delayed medical operations,
a mental health crisis, drug overdoses, economic recession, global poverty and hunger, were
all well-known and reported when they were first adopted in early 2020.

Governments Were Given Credible Warnings about Lockdown Harms ...

Instead of conducting and publishing rigorous cost-benefit analyses, governments
and ministries of health turned into Covid-only bureaus

https://brownstone.org/articles/governments-were-given-credible-warnings-about-lockd
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Yet regardless, key officials, media entities, billionaires and international organizations
advocated the broad imposition of these unprecedented, devastating policies from the

earliest possible date. The resulting scenes were horrific and dystopian.

No, Lockdown Instigators Do Not Deserve the Benefit of the Doubt

The damage that lockdowns would cause was far too well known, far too uneven,
and far too catastrophic to assume their chief instigators must have had good
intentions.

https://michaelpsenger.substack.com/p/no-lockdown-instigators-do-not-deserve

People lined up outdoors in freezing temperatures to get food.
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In many cities, still-sick patients were tossed out of hospital beds and sent back to nursing
homes. 11/

AP: Over 9,000 virus patients sent into NY nursing homes

By BERNARD CONDON and JENNIFER PELTZ ~ February 11, 2021
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Parks and beaches were closed, and some mainstream commentators argued that those
closures should be even stricter. 13/
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David Frum & @davidfrum - Mar 28, 2020

.@GovRonDeSantis has well learned the thug methods of his mentor
Donald Trump. He spread virus to half the country by refusing to act
promptly to close his state's beaches; now tries to avoid accountability by
breaking the law to shut down independent media.

@ Mary Ellen Klas & @MaryEllenKlas - Mar 28, 2020
.GovRonDeSantis decided to violate the state's public meeting laws
and chose to exclude the @MiamiHerald and @TB_Times from a media
briefing at the Capitol. He was so determined to keep us out, he had
an FDLE vehicle pick up TV reporter Mike Vasilinda to give him back
door access
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Many who flouted these closures were charged or arrested. 14/

g Paddle boarder chased by boat, arrested in Malibu after
» flouting coronavirus closures

Critics say charging people for
'lingering’ on Toronto’s park benches
is arbitrary and misguided

‘SUBSCRIBERS ARE READING. >

OLIVER MOORE >  URBAN AFFAIRS REPORTER
PUBLISHED APRIL 15, 2020

Kein Hartand Syvester

This arlicle was than 2 years ago ion may no longer be current.
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Police set up checkpoints at state borders.

MiliTagy ~ ]
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Rhode Island National Guard sets up checkpoints at Connecticut bord...
Rhode Island’s state police and National Guard have set up four checkpoints near
the Connecticut border, stopping all passenger vehicles with out-of-state plates in
an effort to track potential coron...

https://www.courant.com/coronavirus/hc-news-coronavirus-rhode-island-checkpoints-2

Mask mandates were administered by force.

Philly Police Drag Man From Bus for Not Wearing a Face Mask

A viral video of Philadelphia dragging a man off a public bus has forced the city’s
transit authorities to rescind a coronavirus-prompted policy mandating that
customers wear face masks.

https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2020/04/philly-police-drag-man-from-bus-for-not-weari. .

Churches tried offering drive-in service.

DRIVE-IN CHURCHGOERS FINED $500 ;“’W
wrec.con GREENVILLE, MS I 49

Mississippi churchgoers fined $500 while attending drive-in service

Churchgoers who attended a drive-in service at a church in Greenville, Mississippi,
were fined $500 for reportedly violating a curfew order from the mayor.

https://wreg.com/news/coronavirus/mississippi-churchgoers-fined-500-while-attending-..
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But even businesses offering drive-in services were forced to close.

South Jersey tulip farm ordered to stop drive-through tours due to CO...
New Jersey officials have ordered Dalton Farms in Swedesboro, Gloucester
County to stop its popular drive-through tulip tours due to the coronavirus
pandemic, the farm announced on their Facebook pag...

https://www.phillyvoice.com/coronavirus-tulip-drive-through-tour-dalton-farms-swedesb

Stores, and sometimes sections of stores, that were deemed “non-essential” were cordoned
off. 19/
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School closures caused an unprecedented learning setback, especially for the poorest
students. But even when schools were open, kids had to sit for hours in masks, separated by

plexiglass barriers. 20/

Many kids were forced to eat lunch outside in silence. 21/
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Schoolchildren were subject to a mass experiment in “remote learning” for over a year. 22/

Kids were cut off from their friends. 23/
|

%28 Andrea Huerta
»  Jan 17,2022 - &
This drawing makes me so sad. It is from
Mariah's school journal last year. She is the only
one with the smile you could see (under the
face shield), because | wouldn't let her wear a
mask.
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Universities became machines of lifeless and sterile health bureaucracy. 24/

|
|

Countless small businesses were forced to close, and more than half of those closures became

permanent.

Did You Join the Conga Line? » Brownstone Institute
Empathy for small business owners damaged or ruined by the conga-line in

support of lockdowns is almost nonexistent.

https://brownstone.org/articles/did-you-join-the-conga-line/
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60% of all restaurants in the US were permanently closed.
https://thehill.com/changing-america/sustainability/infrastructure/508767-60-percent-of-

restaurants-have-permanently/

Cars lined up for miles at food banks.

PITTSBURGH, PA

MARCH 30, 2020

The Financial Times reported that three million in the United Kingdom went hungry due to
lockdown. 28/

Coronavirus pandemic
Three million go hungry in UK because of
lockdown

Research shows stark drops in income have pushed many families into poverty
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If these horror stories aren’t enough, the raw data speaks for itself. 30/

US economic growth
GDP, % change on previous quarter
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The mainstream left’s newfound reluctance to refer to these policies as “lockdown” is
especially curious, because they showed no such reluctance at the time they were actually
implementing lockdowns in 2020. 31/

NEWS HEALTH

Meet the doctor who ordered the Bay Area’s coronavirus lockdown, the
first in the U.S.

Under intense pressure, Sara Cody’s cohorts made the move none of us really believed we would do’

00000
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A report later revealed that military leaders had seen Covid as a unique opportunity to test
propaganda techniques on the public, “shaping” and “exploiting” information to bolster

support for government mandates.

Military leaders saw pandemic as unique opportunity to test propagan...
A plan devised by the Canadian Joint Operations Command relied on propaganda
techniques similar to those employed during the Afghanistan war.

https://nationalpost.com/news/national/defence-watch/military-leaders-saw-pandemic-...

Dissenting scientists were silenced.

Opinion | How Fauci and Collins Shut Down Covid Debate
They worked with the media to trash the Great Barrington Declaration.

https://www.wsj.com/articles/fauci-collins-emails-great-barrington-declaration-covid-pa...
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Government psyops teams deployed fear campaigns on their own people in a scorched-earth
campaign to drive consent for lockdowns.

A year of fear | Gary Sidley | The Critic Magazine
The British public’s widespread compliance with lockdown restrictions and the

subsequent vaccine rollout has been the most remarkable aspect of the
coronavirus. ..

https://thecritic.co.uk/a-year-of-fear/

Worse yet, as a study by Cardiff University demonstrated, the primary factor by which
citizens judged the threat of COVID was their own government’s decision to employ
lockdown measures.

https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/science/articles/masked-ball-cowardice

Those who publicly spoke against lockdowns and mandates were ostracized and vilified—
denounced by mainstream outlets like the New York Times, CNN, and health officials as
“neo-Nazis” and “white nationalists.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/18 /world/europe/coronavirus-germany-far-right.html

The collective denial of these horrors, and the refusal of media, financial, and political elites
to report on them, amounts to nothing less than the greatest act of gaslighting that we’ve

seen in modern times.

Those who spoke against lockdowns in early 2020 showed they were willing to stand up for
our freedoms even when doing so was lonely and hard. That fact is now increasingly clear—

unfortunately, even to those who did the opposite. Keep all the receipts. /end
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Lockdowns: The Great Gaslighting
The lockdowns of 2020 were very real. And few opposed them.

https://michaelpsenger.substack.com/p/lockdowns-the-great-gaslighting
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